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= Goldſmiths in England, 
3 Out of London. 


#1. By Reaſon of a Clauſe in an Act of Parliament, made in the 
(he 8th and 9th Year of His Majeſty's Reign; Entituled, Anu Aft 
for Encouraging bringing in Wroug.3t Plate ts be Coined. The 


whole Claule 1s as followeth. 


this Realm hath been, by Perſons regarding their own Private Gain more 

than the Publick Good, Molten and Converted into Veſlels of Silver or oth 
Manufatured Plate, which Crime hath been the more eaſily Perpetrated by them 
in regard the Goldſmiths or others, Workers of Plate, by the former Laws anc 
Statutes of this Realm, are not obliged to make their Plate of Finer Silver than the 
Sterling or Standard Ordained for the Moneys of this Realm : Be it therefore Enacted 
by the Authrity aforeſaid, That from and atter the Five and rwentieth Day of March 
One thouſad fix hundred ninety feven, no Goldſmith, Silverſmith or other Perſo 
== whatſcever, ' ſhall Work or Make, or cauſed to be Wrought or Made, any Silve! 
= Veſſel, Plate or Manufacture of Silver le(s in Fineneſs than that of Elevea Qun 


\ N D whereas it may reaſonably be ſuſpectc' that part of the Silver Coins of 
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- and Ten Peny Weight of Fine Silver in every Pound Troy, nor put to Sale 
| Exchange or Scll any Silver Veſlels, Place or Manufacture of Silver made after th 
 ., faid Five and twentieth Day of Arch (uileſs it be Silver Wyre, or ſuch things, a 
-- in reſpect of their ſmallneſs, are not capable of receiving a Mark) until ſrch time a 
ſuch Veſle], Plate or Manufactured Silver fall be Marked as followeth (that is to fay 
with the Workers Mark, to be expreſſed by the Two Firſt Letters of his Sirname, th 
Marks of the Myſtery or Craft of the Goldſmiths, which inſtead, of the Leopard 
Head and the Lyon, ſhall for this Plate be the Figure oft a Lyons Head eraſed, an 
the Figure of a Woman, commonly cald Britannia, and a diſtinct variable Mark t 
be uſed by the Warden of the ſaid Myſtery, to derote the Year in which ſuch Plat 
is made, upon Pain that all ſuch Silver Veſſels, Plate or other Manufactured Silve 
which ſhall be Made, Expoſed to Sale, Sold or Exchanged contrary to this Act, © 
the Value thereof, ſhall be Forteitzd, the one half thereof, to the King, and t 
other half thereof to ſuch Perſon or Perſons that will Seize or Sus for the ſame, t 
be Recovered by Action, Bill, Suit or Intorin;tion 1n any Court of Record, wher 
in no Eſſvign, Protection, Wager of Law, cr more than one Imparlance ſhall | 
admitted ; And it any Silver{mith, Goldſmith or other Perſon ſhall after the ſa 
-.ve and twentieth Day of Afarch make any Silver Veſſels, Plate or Manufacture 
Silver contrary to this Act, and the ſame ſhall bz Touched, Marked or Allowed fc 
Good by the Weardens or Maſters of the ſaid Myſtery, or thoſe Authorized 
Imployed by them for the Eflaying and Marking of Place, and if in the ſame the 
ſhall be found any Falſhood or Deceit, then the Wardens and Corporation of th 
Myſtery tor the time being, ſhall Forfeit and Pay the Value of the Plate ſo decei 
fully Marked, the one half thereof to the King, and the other half ro any Perſc 
or Perſons that ſhall Buy the ſame, and be Grieved thereby, to be Recovered, as afo 
- aid; Any thing in this or any formcr Aft or Atts of Parliament contained, 
_ any other Order or Proviſion heretofore made 15 the contray notwitiftanding. 
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' 4 Aalthe- aboveſaid Clauſe there are two thiogs which we apprehend to be detrimen- - 
| tal to the Nation in general, as well as grievous to us in particular, and that it doth 
* Nor at all prevent the melting down thz Silver Coyn of this Kingdom. 

1. For if any Perſon ſhould be ſo 1l!-diſpoſed, how eaſiy is it tor him to melt down 
the Coyn, and make it into Plate, for after 'tis melted, he may either refize It him- 
' ſelf, or get a Refiner to doit for him, for the Price the new Standard is now advanced 
' to, will pay the Charge, ſo that the alterizg the Standard for Plate, doth not at all 
- prevent the melting down the Silver Coyn. 

2. In the next place, this nzw Standard is detrimental to the whole Kingdom, for 
it leſſens the Bullion a Joth part, ſo that there is one thouſand Pound in Thirty 
leſs then there was before the Standard was altered. lt is allo at the leaſt ro per Cem, 
worſe in the Waring than the old Standard, by reaſon of its Softneſs, for in the. 
common Uſe of it, -it will wear away inſenſibly; which muſt needs be a great loſs to 
the Nation yearly. 

' 3. It is very detrimental to all the Workers in Silver in England, except London, 
for by this Clauſe all manner of wrought Plate is Forſeitable which hath not the 
Britannia Mark On it ; which Mark the Londoners appropriate to themſelves, there- 
fore we dare not ufe it on our Plate, which we make without incurring the Penalty 
of Law ; ſo that our Condition is very deplorable, for it we do conform to the 
AC in relation to its Fineneſs, yet we are liable to a Seizure” tor want of the Mark, 
as the Clauſe in the ACt particularly fets forth, and if we ſit ſtill, and work not 
at all, we and our Families mult inevitably periſh. We do not think the Par- 
Itament intended our Ruine when this Clauſe was inſerted, but rather that it was 
ſurruptitiouſly. obtained for the private intreſt of a few, for we prove above, that 
it doth not prevent the melting down the Coyn, neither is it any way advantagi- 
ous to the Nation in any other reſpect, but on the contrary prejudicial, for ſince 
the Clauſe was obtained, the Workers in London have advanced the Price, of ' 
_ us iy one Third more than it was before, knowing we were not able to right 
our ſelves. 

All theſe things being, put together, we hope the Parliament in their Wiſdom 
will fee it neceſſary to lay this new Standard aſide,and reſtore the old of 1 1 oz. 2 dwr: 

zhich was both beautital and ſerviceable, and above 3o per Cert. Cheaper to the 
ation, and if the Parliament will give leave for a Bill to be brought in according 


d the Prayer of our petition, no coubt but they may find more effectual Ways to 
prevent the melting down of the Coy::. 

Why may there not be diſtinct touches allowed for ſome eminent Places in 
bis Kingdome ? For in Hezry thi: Gris tims, tiere was an Act to that purpoſe. 


